Journal to Stella

LETTER. 3OCI

what number you have received?   You say you have
received my letters, but don't tell the number.
25. I was this day dining in the city with very insig-
nificant, low, and scurvy company* I had a letter from
the archbishop of Dublin,17 with a long denial of the
report raised on him, which yet has been since assured to
me from those who say they have it from the first hand;
but I cannot believe them, I will shew it to the secretary
to-morrow. I will not answer yours till I get to Chelsea.18
26.19 Chelsea. I have sent two boxes of lumber to my
friend Darteneuf's house, and my chest of Florence and
other things to Mrs. Vanhomrigh, where I dined to-day.
I was this morning with the secretary, and shewed him
the archbishop's letter, and convinced him of his grace's
innocence, and I will do the same to Mr. Harley. I got
here in the stage coach with Patrick and my portmantua
for six-pence, and pay six shillings a week for one silly
room with confounded coarse sheets. We have had such
a horrible deal of rain, that there is no walking to London,
and I must go as I came until it mends; and besides the
whelp has taken my lodgings as far from London as this
town could afford, at least half a mile further than he need;
but I must be content. The best is, I lodge just over-
against Dr, Atterbury's house, and yet perhaps I shall
not like the place the better for that. Well, I'll stay till
to-morrow before I answer your letter; and you must
suppose me always writing at Chelsea from henceforward,
till I alter and say London. This letter goes on Saturday,
which will be just a fortnight; so go and cheat goody
Stoyte, &c.
2 7. Do you know that I fear my whole chest of Florence
17 Comsf. i. 250. See p. 236 n.3
is For Swift's successive lodgings in London see p. 142 n.16
19 In The Examiner, No. 39 (38), for 26 Apr., Swift more than hints
that the Whig leaders were lucky- to have evaded processes of kw^ *It is
very false reasoning, especially in the management of public afiairs, to
argue that men are innocent, because the law hath not pronounced them
guilty,*
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